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Hello, 
 
It has been a tricky couple of weeks.  There have 
been a number of instances of poor behaviour at 
school and an unsettled tone. 
 
Of course this is unusual for our school which, quite 
correctly, has developed a reputation for being a calm, 
respectful, and kind place. 
 
I have reflected on what might be the cause of these 
recent problems and though the answer is not simple 
one thing stands out for me as being a fundamental 
contributor to what has occurred. 
 
It is that attendance has again become a concern for 
our school.  Too many children are having days off 
school without valid cause.  This is the biggest 
problem because it is only by attending school that 
children can build strong relationships with their 
teachers and their peers – relationships that are the 
foundation for a happy, learning focused school.    
 
Of course truancy also affects children’s progress, 
reduces their self esteem, and sees children having to 
‘catch-up’ rather than make steady sustained 
progress.  Whilst I do not believe that any parent 
wants anything but the best for their children maybe 
those who allow their children to be truant are 
unaware of the affect that this has on their child’s 
learning.   
 
It is very clear - there is a direct correlation 
between absences and underachievement. 
 
So quite simply, if you want your child to achieve, for 
your child to be happy at school, and for them to have 
the best opportunity to learn you should send them to 
school each day – no excuses please.   
 
 
Kind regards, 
Paul Barker. 
 
 

"Let us be grateful to people who make us  
happy, they are the charming gardeners who  

make our souls blossom."  
- Marcel Proust. 

 

Students of the Week 
No assembly, and so no SotW, last week as the Seniors 
were at camp. 

 
150 Years of Kaeo Schools 
Meeting tonight in the School Hall at 7.00pm to discuss 
what our community should do to mark this event.  Please 
attend if you are interested in being part of a celebration or 
if you would like to be involved in helping to organise it! 
     
Netball Report from Tylah Holland. 
Wow! It was a tough game but we managed to get all the  
points and the score was Kaeo Crusaders 16 Riverview  
School 0 (doesn’t sound too tough. Ed.). They played a  
good game but they didn’t manage to get any points, I  
can’t wait to see who we are playing this week. 
 
PTA Walk-a-thon 
Plenty of walking amongst the rainy weather has seen us 
progress to Waiotapu just south of Rotorua on our trip to 
the bottom of New Zealand.  Sponsorship money is due on 
the 25th of June not the 25th of May as advertised in our 
flyer so please keep seeking sponsors – all money will be 
used towards new Kapa Haka uniforms.  Thank you to Noel 
Leeming, Waipapa who have donated a Sony Walkman 
which will be a top sponsor prize. 
 
Wacky Hair Day        
Thanks everyone, we donated $91.00 towards the Westpac 
Rescue Helicopter and the children, and staff, looked 
fantastic.  Here is Amanda looking Wacky (and lovely) on 
the day. 

 
 

Advertisement 
Girls Craft Camp, Coopers Beach Christian Youth Camp for 
girls aged 9-14 years old.  Friday 9th of July to Monday 
12thof July.  Cost is $45. More information phone Lynley 
Fleming 09- 4050240. 


